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Claudia Harsch researches and teaches at Warwick in the field
of language learning, teaching, testing and assessment. Her
research interests focus on the analysis and implementation of
the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR), on
qualitative methods to develop and validate language tests, on
constructing valid tasks and rating scales for assessing writing,
on teacher training in the field of assessment literacy, on the
role of learners' self assessment, the role of assessment across

cultures, and on conceptualisations and possible approaches to
assessing intercultural communicative competence. She has
presented at international conferences and published widely in the area of language
testing and assessment.

Claudia studied and worked in Germany before she joined Warwick. She was
scientific project director at the Institute for Educational Progress at the Humboldt-
University Berlin from 2007 to 2009, where she was responsible for the training of
item developers, the development and administration of a standard-based test
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battery for English as foreign language, and for test validation and standard setting.
Her research focused on instruments for assessing writing, on standard setting, and
on the usability of the CEFR in foreign language test development. Before this, she
worked as research fellow at the University of Augsburg between 2002 and 2007 in
several language testing projects, researching for example the construct of the C-
test, and the alighnment of rating scales to the CEFR. At Augsburg, she conducted her
MA and Dr Phil studies in Applied Linguistics and Didactics of English and German as
foreign languages. Her doctoral thesis investigated the relevance of the CEFR for
various aspects of language assessment.

Claudia is member of several advisory boards in test development projects, think
tanks, and professional societies. She has given lectures and seminars for
undergraduate and postgraduate students and conducted numerous workshops for
in-service teacher training programmes. She also taught German as foreign language
in Huddersfield, UK and Augsburg, Germany.




